GRS-S Awards Presented At IGARSS '98
Awards Committee: Wemer Wiesbeck, Chair, Kamal Sarabandi, Haruhisa Shimoda, Kiyo Tomiyasu For the Awards Committee 1998 was an exciting year. There were several "firsts":
· presentation of the awards at the IGARSS banquet, · three Student Prize Paper Awards. · increase of the prize honoraria. The 1998 IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society's Awards were presented on July 5th at the Awards Luncheon during IGARSS'98 in Seattle. The conference was extremely well organized and smoothly running. And, believe me, it did not rain during the whole conference. We had an honorable guest, the IEEE President Joseph Bordogna and we had a professional photographer like the year before. Most, but not all, awardees were able to personally participate and to receive their award. The preparation of the awards starts immediately after IGARSS for the next year. Only the Student Prize Paper Awards start with the submission of the students papers. Five to seven excellent papers are preselected by the Awards Committee in cooperation with the Technical Program Committee. At the IGARSS'98 in Seattle four students were in the final contest. They presented their papers and a jury, nominated by the GRS-S AdCom, evaluated these and ranked them for the awards. You will find the result below.
The banquet is the most appropriate venue for the awards presentation. It detracts the conference participants for half an hour from eating, drinking and discussions and makes them aware of those who contributed to remote sensing in the past with excellence. For the awardees the banquet presents the appropriate recognition and applause. I would appreciate if we could have many awards presented in the future at such an occasion. The only thing I do not like is the high price of the banquet, I did not believe that I ever could eat chicken and cake and drink for 60 US $ in two hours.
IEEE GRS-S Distinguished Achievement Award
The Distinguished Achievement Award was established to recognize an individual who has made significant technical contributions, usually over a sustained period within the scope of GRS-S. In selecting the individual, the factors considered are quality, significance and impact of the contributions; quantity of the contributions; duration of significant activity; papers published in archival journals; papers presented at conferences and symposia; patents granted; advancement of the profession. IEEE membership is preferable, but not required. The award is considered annually and presented only if a suitable candidate is identified. The awardee receives a plaque and a certificate.
The 1998 IEEE GRS-S Distinguished Achievement Award was presented to Akira Ishimaru with the citation: "For extensive contributions to millimeterwave and microwave radar instrumentation and remote sensing of oceans and atmosphere ".
ing Martin Professor in the College of Engineering in 1993. In 1995, he was awarded the Distinguished Achievement Award from the IEEE Antennas and Propagation Society. He was elected to the National Academy of Engineering in 1996.
IEEE GRS-S Outstanding Service Award
The Outstanding Service Award was established to recognize an individual who has given outstanding service for the benefit and advancement of the Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society. The award shall be considered annually but not be presented if a suitable candidate is not identified. The following factors are suggested for consideration: leadership, innovation, activity, service, duration, breadth of participation and cooperation. GRS-S membership is required. The awardee receives a certificate. The GRS Society has now established four Prize Paper Awards, the Transactions Prize Paper Award, the Symposium Prize Paper Award and its companion, the Interactive Session Prize Paper Award and the Student Prize Paper Awards.
IEEE GRS-S Transactions Prize Paper Award
The GRS-S established the Transactions Prize Paper Award to recognize the author(s) who has published in the IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON GEOSCIENCE AND REMOTE SENSING during the past calendar year an exceptional paper in terms of content and impact on the GRS Society. In selecting the paper, other factors considered are originality and clarity of the paper. IEEE membership is preferable. Prize: $ 500, equally divided for the authors, and a certificate.
The 1997 
IEEE GRS Symposium Prize Paper Award
The GRS-S established the Symposium Prize Paper Award to recognize the author(s) who presented at the past GRS Symposium (IGARSS) an exceptional paper in terms of content and impact on the GRS-S. In selecting the paper, other factors considered are originality, clarity and timeliness of the paper. Prize: $800, equally divided for the authors, and a certificate. During this time his main research interests were in radar polarimetry, time domain numerical electromagnetics and microwave imaging. His main area of interest has always been the application of algebra and group theory to the problems of polarized wave interactions with natural media and in this direction he has contributed over 40 publications, ranging from the basic theory through to applications in image classification and data inversion.
In 1996 he received an award from the Alexander von Humboldt foundation, a German organization which supports foreign scientists and their interaction with German scientific institutions. As a result of this award he spent 12 months at the DLR near Munich, where his collaboration with the SAR Inter ferometry group in the Institute for High Frequency Technology lead to the development of polarimetric interferometry.
He is currently senior scientist with Applied Electromagnetics, an independent research consultancy company based in St. Andrews, Scotland, where his research interests are in radar and optical remote sensing and its applications. In recognition of his contributions to the application of mathematics in remote sensing, he was recently appointed Honorary Professor in Applied Mathematics at the University of Dundee, Scotland. He is a Senior Member of the IEEE. a chartered engineer and member of the IKE.
IEEE GRS-S Interactive Session Prize Paper Award
For the third time, this year the newly established Interactive Session Prize Paper Award was presented to recognize authors who posted at the previous IGARSS an outstanding paper in terms of content and impact on the GRS Society. The award consists of certificates and an honorarium. This year, for the first time, the Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society presented three Student Prize Paper Awards. They are presented for exceptional contributions at the IGARSS.
Description: To recognize the best student paper(s) presented at the IEEE International Geoscience and Remote Sensing Symposium (IGARSS). It is believed that early recognition of an outstanding paper will encourage the student to strive for greater and continued contributions to the geoscience and remote sensing profession. The award shall be considered annually.
Administration: The Award will be administered by the Awards Committee of the IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society (GRS-S).
Eligibility:
The (first) author(s) must: a) be a student, b) be under 33 years of age, c) be a candidate for a graduate degree (PhD students included), d) be an IEEE member, e) publish the paper in the IGARSS digest, f) be registered at IGARSS, g) personally present the paper at IGARSS, and h) be present at the IGARSS banquet to receive the award. 1st Prize: 300 US$, 2nd Prize: 200 US$, 3rd Prize: 100 US$ plus a certificate each.
The students presented their papers in a special session on Tuesday afternoon. The participation of IGARSS delegates was very high, the small room was overcrowded with more than 30 people. The papers and presentations were evaluated by the committee, the certificates were prepared by Tammy Stein. The, for the other awards, usually very lengthy process was shortened to two days. At the banquet on Wednesday the following awards were presented:
The first prize went to L. Buzzone from the University of Genoa in Italy for the paper "Classification of Remote Sensing Images by Using the Bayes Rule for Minimum Cost". He generated from multisource data a map of the isle of Elba showing the risk of forest fires.
L. Buzzone is the first First Prize winner of the Student Prize Awards at an IGARSS.
The second prize was presented to E. J. Kim from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, USA for the paper "Land Surface Process Modeling and Passive Microwave Remote Sensing of the Arctic Tundra Regions". It dealt especially with the modeling of the melting and freezing process.
E. J. Kim receives his Student Prize Paper Award from our President Nahid Khazenie.
The third prize was given to J. R. Piepmeier, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, USA for the paper "Ocean Surface Wind Direction Measurement by Scanning Microwave Radiometry". A polarimetric scanning microwave radiometer is used for the retrieval of the ocean wind direction.
J. R. Piepmeier receives his Student Prize Paper Award from President Nahid Khazenie.
All three papers were close together and the decision was rather tough.
IEEE Fellow Certificates
The grade of IEEE Fellow recognizes unusual distinction in the profession and shall be conferred only by invitation of the IEEE Board of Directors upon a person of outstanding and extraordinary qualifications and experience in IEEE designated fields. The IEEE Bylaws limit the number of members who can be advanced to Fellow grade in any one year to one-tenth percent, that is, 1 in 1000, of the Institute membership, exclusive of students and affiliates. To qualify, the candidate must be a Senior Member and be nominated by an individual familiar with the achievements made by the candidate. Endorsements are required from five IEEE Fellows, and an IEEE Society best qualified to judge.
The (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) , Project Scientist for Landsat 4 and 5 (1977-1989) , the Head of the Hydrospheric Sciences Branch (1973 Branch ( -1980 , and as a research meteorologist (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) . Prior to coming to Goddard, he spent three years as Weather Officer in the United States Air Force (1959) (1960) (1961) (1962) Salomonson was the recipient of the NASA Exceptional Scientific Achievement Medal for outstanding contributions in the practical applications of remote sensing data in the water resources field, for transferring these applications to the user community, and for developing and guiding NASA's water resources research program. In October 1983 he again received the NASA Exceptional Scientific Achievement Medal in recognition of his extensive contributions to land remote sensing for earth science and resource utilization through his participation in the guidance of the Landsat Project and related science activities from their inception in the Landsat Program. The IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society (GRS-S) awarded the 1986 Distinguished Achievement Award to him for his significant technical contributions to satellite remote sensing. In May 1987 he was made an Honor Alumnus of Colorado State University. In 1987 he was also awarded the William T. Pecora Award for his involvement in satellite remote sensing. In 1993 he received the rank of Meritorious Executive in the Senior Executive Service for sustained superior accomplishment in management of programs of the United States Government and for noteworthy achievement of quality and efficiency in the public service. He was made a Fellow of the American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ASPRS) in April of 1994. He received the NASA Outstanding Leadership Medal in 1996 for his leadership establishing the Goddard Earth Sciences Directorate as an internationally recognized entity performing interdisciplinary Earth system science.
Dr. Salomonson is a Fellow of the American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ASPRS) and the Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). He has served these technical societies in several capacities. He served (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) as a member of the Executive Administrative Committee for the IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society, and was the General Chairman of the International Geoscience and Remote Sensing Symposium (IGARSS-90) held in Washington D.C., May 20-24, 1990 . He served as an Associate Editor of the Photogrammetric Engineering and Remote Sensing journal (1985) (1986) (1987) , an Associate Editor of the
